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Abstract:

Adaptation to climate change is given increasing international attention as the confidence in climate change
projections is getting higher. Developing countries have specific needs for adaptation due to high
vulnerabilities, and they will in this way carry a great part of the global costs of climate change although the
rising atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations are mainly the responsibility of industrialized countries.
This article provides a status of climate change adaptation in developing countries. An overview of observed
and projected climate change is given, and recent literature on impacts, vulnerability, and adaptation are
reviewed, including the emerging focus on mainstreaming of climate change and adaptation in development
plans and programs. The article also serves as an introduction to the seven research articles of this special
issue on climate change adaptation in developing countries. It is concluded that although many useful steps
have been taken in the direction of ensuring adequate adaptation in developing countries, much work still
remains to fully understand the drivers of past adaptation efforts, the need for future adaptation, and how to
mainstream climate into general development policies.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00267-008-9259-3   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Glacier/Snow
Melt, Precipitation, Sea Level Rise, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Fisheries, Food Access/Distribution

Temperature: Extreme Cold, Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 General Geographical Feature

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

Author(s): Mertz O, Halsnaes K, Olesen JE, Rasmussen K
Year: 2009
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 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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